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Effective IT solutions provide the
edge for forwarding industry

Jonathan Sims …‘Complex landed costing outputs
requested by the pharmaceutical industry have
originated in this region.’

“HIGH VOLUMES of relatively complex data
processed accurately within tight time-limits.”
This characterises the clearing agent’s
challenge within the motor industry, and
nowhere is this more apparent than in the
Eastern Cape with its concentration of motor
vehicle manufacturers.
This pressurised scenario however provides
the opportunity for forwarding and clearing
agents to leverage their IT systems in respect
of both internal processes – service level
monitoring, reliable disbursement control and
file profitability analysis, for example – as
well as the external interface of data between
the various applications in use by the related
parties in the supply chain, in the view of
Core Freight Systems’ Jonathan Sims.
“Pertinent examples of this include the
output of data for the timely completion of

MIDP returns, or the automated notification
of Customs releases for vehicle delivery
planning,” says Sims.
The demand for sophisticated IT
applications in the Eastern Cape is however
not only restricted to the motor industry,
he added. “Complex landed costing outputs
requested by the pharmaceutical industry
have also originated in this region. And from
an IT perspective, the primary requirements
remain the same for all industries. They want
systems with both comprehensive existing
functionality and the primary database
design structures and appropriate technology
to facilitate the flexibility to rapidly
accommodate future customer needs as they
evolve, irrespective of whether the agent or
the importer/exporter is a small or
large business.”

Acsa under fire over investment apathy in PE
ED RICHARDSON

THE AIRPORTS Company of South Africa (Acsa)
has come under fire for its failure to extend
the Port Elizabeth international airport runway
some ten years after the project was
first proposed.

Speaking at the official unveiling of a
new post-Panamax gantry in the PE harbour
recently, Port Elizabeth Regional Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (Percci) CEO Odwa
Mtati praised Transnet Port Terminals for its
investment in the region, and went on to
criticise Acsa for its refusal to

upgrade the runway.
Land was provided by the municipality
about ten years ago, and some clearing has
been done, but Acsa has consistently refused to
invest in the Eastern Cape without guarantees
of international traffic – despite lobbying from
both business and the travel sector.
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EVERY YEAR Höegh Autoliners carries some 1.6 million vehicles across the oceans of the world,
to and from every continent. This makes us one of the world’s leading global Ro/Ro operators.

Boks Oslo

Our ﬂeet of ultramodern ships have the capacity to carry more than 6 000 cars and have
been specially designed to ensure that each car has a safe and comfortable passage.
Every unit is individually handled by personnel who know their jobs inside out.
So when the cars roll off after the longest ride of their lives, they are as new
and pristine as when they rolled on.
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